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King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Meeting Minutes

Date:  Tuesday, April 8, 2025
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Place:  Zoom and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts Multipurpose Room

Commission Attendees Per Roll Call: Kainoa Daines (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Ian Custino (Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi), Beverly Lee (Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs), Jame Schaedel, (Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association), Louise Alina (‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu), Leināʻala Lopez (Island of Molokaʻi), Leilani Kahoano, (Waimānalo Hawaiian Homestead Association), Moanike‘ala Whittle-Wagner (Island of Maui), Pam Alconcel (Island of Lānaʻi), Puakeala Mann (Daughters and Sons of Hawaiian Warriors - Māmakakaua)

Attendees:  Clint Kalaola (Kala Foundation), Ocean Kaowili, Ikaika Bantolina (Royal Order of Kamehameha)

Call to Order, Roll Call and Reminders, Establish Quorum -- Chair Kainoa Daines called the meeting called to order at 6:04 p.m. The March Meeting Minutes were approved.  
I. Public Testimony -- Ocean Kaowili noted that he was following up regarding possible funding for costumes for the Mōʻi Float as he spoke with Kumu San Nicholas regarding possibly using some of his ahu and mahiole for this coming year.  He inquired if we have any other possible solutions?   Kainoa noted that he is meeting pending with the Polynesian Cultural Center next week.  Ocean noted that he is trying to set up some meetings with various Hawaiian organizations including OHA and CNHA to request funding.  He noted he thought it would be beneficial for someone from the Commission to assist in requesting for funding.  Kainoa asked if someone from the Commission would like to be present to assist Ocean at any of the meetings?  No one responded so Amy will reach out to other Commissioners to see if they may be interested.  In addition, Ocean asked if there was any decision on the use of the HFD utilizing the fire truck for Lei Draping and Kainoa noted that it was already decided that moving forward the fire truck will not be utilized for the lei draping.  HFD is always welcome to participate and be present in uniform and or also give lei.  The statuary committee had decided a few years ago that due to liability and safety concerns to prevent potential damage to the statue, fumes for the public and sprinkler damage to the lawn the truck will not ever be utilized moving forward. 
II. Executive Director’s Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported that she has been completing her regular duties and tasks. Updated the KKCC website updates with event information for 2025.  Provided letter of support to the Pan Pacific Festival for their HTA Grant Submission.  Followed up with the Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts for support with Oʻahu Lei Draping and Parade which is approved.  Amy is in the process of sending invitations to the Mayor and Governor.  Attended legislative sessions related to SFCA funding which has been deferred to a later date for decision.  Attended ADA training for some of the new rules and regulations that have been implemented. 
III. Financial Report (Amy Hammond) -- Created and distributed two procurements for KKCC and awarded the procurements to Kala Foundation.  Several other entities showed interest in both solicitations. One procurement was for the continuation of the final processing for 2024 Statewide activities and the second was for 2025 activities. At present HTA has advised that they are awaiting the final payments for 2024 to be process so they can in turn process our funding, so we are in a bit of a holding pattern.  Kainoa reached out to Leinaʻala regarding the Molokaʻi 2024 payments but we were unable to connect prior to this meeting.  Amy has received the invoice from Kala Foundation and it is being processed with SFCA for 2025 Lei Draping Ceremony.
IV. KKCC Business/Committee Reports
a. Executive Committee Report (Kainoa Daines) -- As of June 30 Kainoa will be stepping back from the Commission as his term will be ending and we will need a new Chair which will need to be approved by the Governor.  Kainoa would like to recommend having Beverly Lee to step to the position for the sake of continuity as she was the Vice Chair a few years ago so she has experience.  Ian has advised he will remain as Vice Chair if Beverly will agree to continue.  Kainoa will pursue the confirmation of with Governor and Boards and Commissions to take over on July 1.  Beverly noted she is open to taking on the position.     
b. Legislative (Manu Powers) -- Please note that anything that Amy sends out you will be testifying as an individual rather than testifying on behalf of the Commission.  
c. Statuary (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Amy noted that the plaque that fell off has been re-installed by the Conservator.  They also discussed and agreed that he will be looking to schedule some repairs to the area and assist in pursuing the allocation of funds to do this in the next legislative session.  In addition, Amy communicated with the groundskeeping at the Judiciary to coordinate landscaping work at the statue.  She has been in touch with the Kala Foundation landscaper who advised that they will take over managing the landscaping for the mound after April 11. 
d. Retention (Kēhaulani Keanaʻaina) -- Kainoa noted we are awaiting to fill the Papakōlea seat.  
e. State Archives (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
f. Friends of KKCC (Moani Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani is going to meet with Kainoa to discuss next step.  Moani did investigate establishing a non-profit but she was not able to find any additional instruction or recommendations please share with Moani.   
g. Outreach and Education -- Kainoa noted that this is an opportunity to get into museums and schools.  Please let us know if you are interested in leading this committee. 
V. Events
a. Kauaʻi Hoʻolauleʻa (Kalei Hoffman) -- Nothing to report.
b. Oʻahu, Parade, Hoʻolauleʻa, Pāʻū (Clint Kalaola, Oʻahu Parade Chair and Hoʻolauleʻa Chair) -- Clint reported we do have a signed executed agreement with the Hawaii Convention Center for the float building site.  Kainoa suggested that perhaps the Parade Committee to speak with Ocean to pursue the replacement of cosutmes.  Once Kainoa meets with the Polynesian Cultural Center he will have a better idea of where we stand.          
c. Statue Lei Draping (Louise Alina) -- Nothing to report.  
d. Molokaʻi Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Leinaʻāla Lopez) -- Kainoa noted that he still plans to meet regarding the 2024 funding.   
e. Maui Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report. 
f. Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Pam reported that they will be doing an event. Amy askes that the event information be emailed.  Kainoa suggested that this information be provided to Amy and also suggested that if anyone has social media, please forward to Kainoa and Amy.
g. Island of Hawaiʻi -- Hilo Lei Draping and Kohala Lei Draping/Parade/ Hoʻolauleʻa (Keke Kaniho) -- Nothing to report. 
h. Kona Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
VI. Commissioner reports/updates non-island specific representatives
a. Royal Order of Kamehameha (Kainoa Daines) -- Kainoa reported that the Royal Order will be turning 160 on April 11 at 11 am and will have a ceremony at the Oʻahu Statue.  
b. ʻAhahui Ka‘ahumanu (Louise Alina) -- Nothing to report.
c. Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi (Ian Custino) -- Ian reported that one of their members Auntie Kealoha Ballesteros and her services are on Wednesday, April 9 at Ballard’s Mortuary.  Here celebration of life with be on April 12 and will be at Kapolei Heritage Center.  Kainoa noted that she was very active in the Commission at one point in time as well as several other Hawaiian organizations and shared sympanthy with her ‘ohana.  Ian noted that Beverly Lee will be stepping in at the lodge to fill the vacancy created by the loss of Auntie Kealoha. 
d. Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua (Puake‘ala Mann) -- Puakeʻala reported that Senate Bill 4, which proposes transferring stewardship of Mauna ʻAla to OHA, was recently heard at the Legislature. Māmakakaua testified in opposition to the bill, which was ultimately deferred. Puakeʻala anticipates that the bill may resurface next year.  Additionally, she mentioned hearing about another potential bill involving DLNR and DHRD creating a stewardship plan for Mauna ʻAla. Kainoa shared that he is considering the formation of a Commission for Mauna ʻAla. Ian expressed his support and recommended introducing a resolution for consideration at next year’s legislative session.
e. Daughters of Hawai‘i (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
f. Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Beverly Lee) -- Nothing to report.
g. Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association (Jame Schaedel) -- Nothing to report.
h. Kapahulu Music Club (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
i. Waimānalo Hawaiian Homes Association (Leilani Kahaono) -- The kupuna joined the Prince Kuhio Parade and it was a pleasure to have them participate.
j. Papakōlea Community Association (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
k. Island of Hawaiʻi (Keke Kaniho, pending) -- Nothing to report.
l. Island of Maui (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani to share the parade flyer for distribution to the Commission.   
m. Island of Kauaʻi (Kalei Hoffman) -- Nothing to report.
n. Island of Molokaʻi (Leinaʻala Bishaw) -- Nothing to report.  
o. Island of Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.
VII. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.
VIII. Upcoming Meeting -- The next meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, May 13, 2025. 
IX. Adjourn -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
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