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HONOLULU-The Hawaiʻi State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) announces Kamakani 
Konia as SFCA Art in Public Places Program Director. As program director, Konia will also be the 
Director of Capitol Modern (the Hawaiʻi State Art Museum).  

“I’m looking forward to expanding on the extraordinary work that the public art programs have been 
doing. Art is a public resource, and I want to make it more accessible for everyone to participate 
in.”  

“The State Art Museum is a ‘third space’ - a setting for public life, like public parks and libraries. It’s 
a place for community building. As a project manager I had the privilege of working with staff from 
the Nānākuli Public Library and was inspired by their dedication to provide a place for the 
community to gather, share, and learn. Together we were able to provide artwork from the SFCA's 
Art in Public Places Collection for the building and commission a beautiful permanent sculpture for 
the interior ("Mānaiakalani" by Scott Fitzel). What we ended up with was a place that features 
readily accessible information and a complete contemporary art gallery experience." 

“The State Art Museum is a ‘third space’ - a setting for public life, like public parks and libraries. It’s 
a place for community building. As a project manager I had the privilege of working with staff from 
the Nānākuli Public Library and was inspired by their dedication to provide a place for the 
community to gather, share, and learn. Together we were able to provide artwork from the SFCA's 
Art in Public Places Collection for the building and commission a beautiful permanent sculpture for 
the interior ("Mānaiakalani" by Scott Fitzel). What we ended up with was a place that features 
readily accessible information and a complete contemporary art gallery experience." 

Kamakani Konia is a Kamehameha Schools and University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa alumn (BFA, 
Printmaking), and an MPA candidate in Public Administration at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
College of Social Sciences. 2025 marks his tenth year of working for the State of Hawaiʻi; eight of 
those years have been at the SFCA, first as an Exhibits Specialist and then as an Art in Public 
Places Project Manager. Konia is the first Native Hawaiian SFCA Art in Public Places Program 
Director.  



Photos 

   
Caption: Left, Kamakani Konia on the Capitol Modern Grand Lanai. Right, Kamakani Konia in the 
Sculpture Garden of the State Art Museum. Photo credit: State Foundation on Culture and the Arts. 
Download link (Dropbox): SFCA Photos Kamakani Konia 

Media Contact 
Mamiko Carroll 
SFCA Information Specialist 
Mamiko.K.Carroll@hawaii.gov 
808-586-0305 
 
About the SFCA 
The Hawaiʻi State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) is Hawaiʻi’s state government arts 
agency. Established in 1965 by the Hawaiʻi State Legislature, through the vision and effort of 
Hawaiʻi leaders, the creation of a state arts agency made Hawaiʻi eligible to receive federal grants 
from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), newly established on September 29, 1965. The 
SFCA is administratively attached to the Department of Accounting and General Services and 
funded by the State of Hawaiʻi and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
SFCA.Hawaii.Gov/news 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ipt26l1vpzbmgkycdxlev/AJKHMdgUq1XWtgUB79WFERw?rlkey=v4yud37hu36aloaihnn6u1ib9&st=oskvdwf1&dl=0
https://ags.hawaii.gov/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://sfca.hawaii.gov/news/
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